STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

Clay County Auditor, Mary Jo Alumbaugh called the Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on January 4, 2010.  Members present were Charlie Brown, Paul Sinders, Jack Withers, David Schroer, and Jack Knust. Also present were Attorney Eric Somheil, and Randy Staley.  Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

Alumbaugh called for nominations for President.  Charlie Brown nominated David Schroer for President, and Jack Withers as Vice president.  Jack Withers seconded the motion, and the motion carried 4 ayes.  Paul Sinders was absent from the room at that time.
Mr. Schroer assumed control of the meeting at that time.

A motion to approve the December 7, 2009 minutes was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
Attorney Eric Somheil distributed detailed information to the members on the process of increasing assessments on the County Ditches.
He reference I.C. 36-9-27, and suggested that the Board begin immediately to make plans to adopt a long term plan and begin the process to raise assessments to a level necessary to do proper maintenance.

Due to the absence of Surveyor John Keller, the Long Term Plan which introduced in October, 2009, was not ready to be adopted.  He will need to make some adjustments, but Paul Sinders will be in contact with him before the February, 2010, meeting to make sure it is ready for passage at that meeting.

Auditor Alumbaugh informed the Board that they would need to proceed as quickly as possible in order for her office to apply the new assessments in time for the Treasurer to print the tax bills due in May, 2010.

A hearing will need to be set for each ditch, and a discussion of the amount of time necessary for each hearing was discussed.  This will be set at the February 1, 2010, meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

Charlie Brown informed the Board that the Clay County Highway now has an employee who is certified to handle weed killers, and their application.  This employee could contract with the Drainage Board to do some of their maintenance work for them on his own time.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charlie Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 5 ayes
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